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IV.  Community-wide Urban 
Design Recommendations
This section of  the report identifies a series of  discrete, site specific urban design recommendations.  They 
are physical design recommendations that reflect the input of  community residents and stakeholders as 
articulated in the many public meetings and workshops held throughout the process.

Although the recommendations spelled out here are primarily physical interventions, they can be success-
fully implemented only within the context of  the many non-physical goals, objectives and strategies touched 
upon in the study.  The implementation of  these recommendations requires coordination with a series of  
complementary actions in the public sector, the private sector and the various sub-neighborhoods that make 
up the Roxbury community.  Specific implementation tools and strategies are discussed in the Implementation 
and Governance section of  this report. 

A, A1 – Improve the Roxbury community’s access to the Fenway and the Longwood Medical Area and to 
the Harbor, by completing a system of  bicycle and pedestrian paths that also link to the Southwest Corridor 
park and bicycle path and the Melnea Cass Boulevard bicycle path.

B – Improve the transition between the growing Northeastern University campus and the adjacent resi-
dential neighborhood.  Utilize streetscape design elements including lighting, planting, signage and paving 
materials, in coordination with the implementation of  design guidelines for both commercial and residential 
development that enhance the public realm particularly at the pedestrian level. 

C – Within the framework of  the Boston Transportation Department’s citywide plan, explore options to 
improve the pedestrian environment on Tremont Street from Melnea Cass Boulevard to New Dudley Street 
and on Columbus Avenue from New Dudley Street to Jackson Square and from Jackson Square to Egleston 
Square.

On street parking, bulb outs and other traffic calming measures should be explored.  Pedestrian-scaled light-
ing and generous tree planting are urban design devices that should be used to emphasize the importance of  
these streets for pedestrians and to signal to drivers to modulate their speed.

A “spur” of  the Southwest Corridor bicycle path should be added to Columbus Avenue between Jackson 
Square and Egleston Square and linked with similar improvements along Seaver Street to improve bicycle 
and pedestrian access to Franklin Park.

Recommendation A

Recommendation B
Recommendation C
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D – Extend the Dudley Square Main Streets program from Melnea Cass Boulevard to Massachusetts Av-
enue, in coordination with the Silver Line streetscape improvements.

E – The intersection of  Melnea Cass Boulevard and Washington Street is a principal gateway to the Dudley 
Square business district.  The parcels which make up the four corners of  this vital intersection should rein-
force its importance.

Consequently, guidelines for the developable parcels at this intersection should allow for significant height 
(as many as six stories), and active ground floor uses with substantial transparency.  To the extent possible, 
doors and entries should offer primary access from either Melnea Cass Boulevard or Washington Street. 
Scale and massing should be complementary to buildings in the Eustis Street Historic District.

The southeast corner is a logical location for a visitor center to celebrate Roxbury’s history and to perhaps 
provide a central meeting place to host community-wide meetings and forums not unlike the way in which 
Faneuil Hall functions.

Recommendation D

Recommendations for E

Recommendation E’

E’ – The intersection of  Melnea Cass Boulevard with Massachusetts Avenue, Southampton Street and the 
Southeast Expressway is a principal gateway to the entire Roxbury community.  Development proposed at 
this corner such as the Crosstown Center should be designed to emphasize its importance.  Additionally, the 
design of  the pedestrian environment here should be safe and inviting.

Crosswalks, paving materials, lighting, signage, landscaping and public art should be designed and coor-
dinated to make this a unique and attractive entrance to Roxbury and to Boston.
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F – Streetscape improvements should be implemented on Massachusetts Avenue between Melnea Cass 
Boulevard and the Midlands rail underpass and beyond to reinforce the status of  the Newmarket area as a 
competitive, urban industrial location.

Recommendation F

G – Upgrade the businesses within the Newmarket area, particularly where they transition to residential 
areas along Hampden Street.  The internal road system should be studied to better accommodate truck 
movements and servicing while minimizing the impacts of  trucks on the adjacent residential streets.

A Hampden Street transitional district should be implemented.through reparcellization, changes in use and 
stricter guidelines concerning open storage, odors, noise, hours of  operation, etc.  

Recommendation G
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H – Hampden Street between Dudley Street and Melnea Cass Boulevard, along with Blue Hill Avenue 
are well-used routes to the Southeast Expressway, the South End and other downtown locations.  The 
streetscape and general pedestrian environment in this area needs substantial improvement.  In addition, 
there are vacant parcels and underutilized buildings on Hampden Street that might lend themselves for 
development as live / work lofts.

I – Streetscape improvements and landscaping, along with façade improvements, unobtrusive building and 
site lighting and screened storage areas, will improve the relationship between industrial properties and the 
adjacent residential neighborhood.

J – The Nawn Factory building which is included in the Eustis Street Architectural Conservation District 
and related parcels should be combined into a complementary development proposal to anchor the south-
east corner of  the gateway to Dudley Square.

K – Dudley Square is the business and cultural hub of  the Roxbury community.  Public sector capital im-
provements and building and zoning requirements should incorporate recommendations from the Dudley 
Square Transportation and Air Quality Study and the Department of  Neighborhood Development’s Dudley 
Square Municipal Center Study.  The improvements and requirements should be periodically reviewed to 
support the efforts of  the Dudley Square Merchants Association, the Main Streets Program, the Madison 
Park Community Development Corporation, residents and other stakeholders actively involved in the re-
naissance of  this important citywide destination.

L – The scale of  New Dudley Street between Roxbury Crossing (Columbus Avenue) and Warren Street is 
not pedestrian-friendly.  Landscaping and streetscape improvements including street trees and lower scaled 
lighting, on street parking and bulb outs at pedestrian crossings should be utilized to slow down vehicle 
speeds and make this area more inviting to the growing numbers of  pedestrians in the Dudley Square area.

The streetscape in front of  the police station and the library should be redesigned to discourage parking on 
the sidewalks and to replace outdated seating, planters and streetlights.

M – Because of  its central location within the Roxbury community and the width of  the existing right-
of-way, Warren Street is the preferred location for the future extension of  the Silver Line and should be 
designated as a Transit Priority Corridor.

Recommendation K

Recommendation L

Recommendation M
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Recommendation M

N – Continue improvements to the streetscape on Washington Street that acknowledge its increasingly 
residential character.

O – Martin Luther King Boulevard, originally designed as a connector to the unbuilt Southwest Expressway, 
is over-scaled for its current function.  It should be downscaled perhaps to accommodate a widened plant-
ing median similar to, if  not quite as broad as, the Commonwealth Avenue Mall.

P – Reinforce established neighborhood commercial centers throughout Roxbury.  Encourage housing and 
offices over ground floor commercial and retail uses.  Increase densities where proximity to transit makes 
non-automobile access a viable choice.  Implement parking strategies that provide only that which is needed 
to reasonably support local business and residential uses.  Through aggressive ticketing and towing pro-
grams, discourage commuter and non-resident long-term parking.

Q – Implement a clearly marked pedestrian link between Franklin Park, the Museum of  the National 
Center for Afro-American Artists and Malcolm X Park.  Pedestrian scaled lighting, pavement treatment and 
benches should be used along with signage that calls out significant locations to clearly define this pedestrian 
corridor.

Similar paths should eventually be defined throughout Roxbury and ultimately linked to create a “Freedom 
Trail” like experience.

R – Improve and enhance the pedestrian link between the re-emergent Grove Hall commercial district and 
nearby Franklin Park to increase the synergy between these two distinctive destination points.

S – Clarify and improve pedestrian access to Franklin Park through more pedestrian friendly street crossings 
and better lighting of  the actual entry points to the park paths.

At Humboldt Avenue, where there was once a trolley turn-around, the current asphalt parking area is an 
ideal location to develop an entry element that could,  through its design vocabulary, emphasize Franklin 
Park’s symbiotic relationship with Roxbury’s African-American community.

Seaver Street should be reconfigured to allow for safer pedestrian crossings and improved bicycle access.  
On-street parking should also be allowed at least during off  peak hours.

T – Explore the potential for a defined pedestrian and bicycle link from the Southwest Corridor Park to 
Franklin Park.

Recommendation Q

Recommendation S
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U – Along the Midlands embankment, explore the design of  a landscaped buffer between the railroad right-
of-way and the adjacent residential properties. 

V – Strengthen the link between the Uphams Corner commercial district and Roxbury along Dudley Street.  
Extend the Main Streets Program between Uphams Corner and the blocks on both sides of  the Midlands 
commuter rail stop.

Designate the parcels and buildings around the commuter rail stop for Transit-Oriented Development.

W – Return Columbia Road to its “boulevard” status as part of  the original Olmsted Emerald Necklace 
Plan.

X – Visually define the limits of  the Newmarket industrial area.  Study and modify as necessary the par-
cellization and circulation system to position the businesses in the district to operate more efficiently and 
adapt to future land use changes.         
        

Recommendation U

Recommendation V

Recommendation W


